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quite a while. [Laughter] You’ve seen a lot
come and go. And so, Mr. Prime Minister,
why don’t you say a few remarks, if you
don’t mind.

Prime Minister Ingraham. Thank you,
Mr. President. We’ve had a wonderful dis-
cussion this morning. We’re very pleased
and grateful that the U.S. President invited
us to come. We have discussed with him
a number of issues of relevance and con-
cern to ourselves, including the desire on
our part to have the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive act extended. We learned it expires
in September of this year. We talked about
tourism, the impact that the current in-

crease in the price of oil is having on travel.
We talked about security and democracy.

And my two colleagues, who are recent
Prime Ministers, David Thompson of Bar-
bados and Dean Barrow of Belize, were
able to engage in a full, frank discussion.
As for myself, this is my fourth time to
have been so fortunate to have come to
this place. Thank you, Mr. President.

President Bush. Yes, sir. Thank you all
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:29 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House.

Message on the Observance of Easter 2008
March 21, 2008

‘‘I am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in me will live, even though
he dies.’’

JOHN 11:25

Laura and I send greetings to all those
celebrating the joyful holiday of Easter.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ reminds
people around the world of the presence
of a faithful God who offers a love more
powerful than death. Easter commemorates
our Savior’s triumph over sin, and we take
joy in spending this special time with family
and friends and reflecting on the many
blessings that fill our lives. During this sea-
son of renewal, let us come together and

give thanks to the Almighty who made us
in His image and redeemed us in His love.

On this glorious day, we remember our
brave men and women in uniform who are
separated from their families by great dis-
tances. We pray for their safety and
strength, and we honor those who gave
their lives to advance peace and secure lib-
erty across the globe.

Happy Easter. May God bless you, and
may God bless our great Nation.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
message. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

The President’s Radio Address
March 22, 2008

Good morning. This weekend families
across America are coming together to cele-
brate Easter. This is the most important

holiday in the Christian faith. And during
this special and holy time each year, mil-
lions of Americans pause to remember a
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sacrifice that transcended the grave and re-
deemed the world.

Easter is a holiday that beckons us home-
ward. This weekend is an occasion to re-
flect on the things that matter most in life:
the love of family, the laughter of friends,
and the peace that comes from being in
the place you call home. Through good
times and bad, these quiet mercies are
sources of hope.

On Easter, we hold in our hearts those
who will be spending this holiday far from
home: our troops on the frontlines. I deeply
appreciate the sacrifices that they and their
families are making. America is blessed
with the world’s greatest military, made up
of men and women who fulfill their respon-
sibilities with dignity, humility, and honor.
Their dedication is an inspiration to our
country and a cause for gratitude this
Easter season.

On Easter, we remember especially those
who have given their lives for the cause
of freedom. These brave individuals have
lived out the words of the Gospel: ‘‘Greater
love has no man than this, that a man lay

down his life for his friends.’’ And our Na-
tion’s fallen heroes live on in the memory
of the Nation they helped defend.

On Easter, we also honor Americans who
give of themselves here at home. Each
year, millions of Americans take time to
feed the hungry and clothe the needy and
care for the widow and the orphan. Many
of them are moved to action by their faith
in a loving God who gave His son so that
sin would be forgiven. And in this season
of renewal, millions across the world re-
member the gift that took away death’s
sting and opened the door to eternal life.

Laura and I wish you all a happy Easter.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:10 a.m.
on March 20 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 22. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 21, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Taiwan
March 22, 2008

I congratulate the people of Taiwan on
the successful conclusion of their March
22 Presidential election. Once again, Tai-
wan has demonstrated the strength and vi-
tality of its democracy. I also congratulate
Mr. Ma Ying-jeou on his victory.

Taiwan is a beacon of democracy to Asia
and the world. I am confident that the elec-
tion and the democratic process it rep-
resents will advance Taiwan as a pros-
perous, secure, and well-governed society.

It falls to Taiwan and Beijing to build
the essential foundations for peace and sta-
bility by pursuing dialogue through all avail-
able means and refraining from unilateral
steps that would alter the cross-strait situa-

tion. I believe the election provides a fresh
opportunity for both sides to reach out and
engage one another in peacefully resolving
their differences.

The maintenance of peace and stability
in the Taiwan Strait and the welfare of
the people on Taiwan remain of profound
importance to the United States. We will
continue to maintain close unofficial ties
with the people on Taiwan through the
American Institute in Taiwan, in accord-
ance with our longstanding ‘‘one China’’
policy, our three joint communiques with
the People’s Republic of China, and the
Taiwan Relations Act.
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